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What is the AIHW’s role in the health of mothers 
and babies?
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Newborn hearing health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people 

• In states/territories with available data, the proportion of First Nations 
babies screened are slightly lower than the proportion of non-
Indigenous babies screened, except in NT where proportions are similar.

• Most newborn hearing screening occurs within one month of birth.

• The proportions of First Nations babies who had a newborn hearing test 
within one month of birth were slightly lower than non-Indigenous babies.
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Why is national data important? 

It is hoped that an initial national data set could inform:
• How many babies are being screened across Australia?
• What are the characteristics of these babies?
• What are the screening outcomes of all babies screened?
• How long does the screening process take?
• Which babies are not screened (and why?)
• What referrals being made following screening? 
• Understanding patient pathways, including waiting times from initial 

screening to treatment and outcomes
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Development work to improve the evidence base

Phase 1: Scoping and feasibility

Following consultation with states and territories this project outlined the potential scope of a national 
collection:

1. Include unit record (person-level) data on all babies liveborn in each Australian state and territory.
 
2. Should collect information on:

• Demographics

• Screening: including the number of screens, dates of screening, outcomes and, 
where applicable, reason screening was not performed. 
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Development work to improve the evidence base

Phase 1: Scoping and feasibility

Analysis of state and territory data that was already being collected:

✓ High coverage rates (>97%)

✓ Collected information on babies who were not screened or were ineligible 
for screening

✓ Captured key demographic variables

✓ Included key screening information
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Development work to improve the evidence base
 Phase 1: Scoping and feasibility recommended next steps
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Development work to improve the evidence base

Phase 2: Data set development

✓ Establishing an advisory committee

✓ Agreement on the scope of the collection

✓ Agreeing on an initial set of data items

✓ Proposals for future development 
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Development work to improve the evidence base

Phase 2: Data set development -Proposed initial set of data items:

• Person identifier (baby)  
• State or territory of birth
• Sex (baby)
• Date of birth (baby)
• Gestational age at birth (baby)
• Indigenous status (baby) 
• Statistical Area Level 2 (SA2) of usual residence (mother)
• Postcode of usual residence (mother)
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Development work to improve the evidence base

Phase 2: Data set development 

Proposed initial set of data items:
• State or territory of screen
• Date of screen (screen 1, screen 2 & screen 3 where applicable) 
• Screen outcome (screen 1, screen 2 & screen 3 where applicable): 
o Pass (negative) 
o Unilateral refer (positive)
o Bilateral refer (positive)
o Not screened
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Development work to improve the evidence base

Phase 2: Data set development - Proposed initial set of data items:

• Overall outcome of screening
o Complete, discharged from screening 
o Complete, referred for targeted follow-up 
o Complete, referred for audiological assessment 
o Bypass, non-screening pathway 
o Screening in process 
o Incomplete 
o Not stated/inadequately described

• Date of hearing screening completion
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Development work to improve the evidence base

Phase 2: Data set development - Proposed initial set of data items:

• Primary reason not screened or completed:
o Declined 
o Missed screening 
o Moved interstate 
o Medical exclusion 
o Hearing screen bypass 
o Baby deceased 
o Ineligible 
o Other
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Development work to improve the evidence base

Phase 2: Data set development - Proposed initial set of data items:
• Referral outcome:

o Referral following positive screen 
o Referral following negative screen 
o Referral without screening 
o No referral required 
o No referral provided

• Date of referral

• Referral type:
o Audiologist: audiological assessment 
o Audiologist: targeted follow-up 
o Other
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Development work to improve the evidence base

Phase 2: Next steps
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Further information

For further information on national data development in the newborn hearing 
screening, please feel welcome to reach out to our team: newborn.hearing@aihw.gov.au
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